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To  the  Directors,  Members  and  Friends  of  the 
Committee  of  Fifteen: 

The  achievements  of  our  organization  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  and  its  aims  for  the  future, 
will  be  detailed  by  our  Superintendent  in  this 
published  report,  but  a  brief  foreword  from 
your  President  may  be  fitting. 

The  conscience  of  Chicago  was  awakened  by 
work  done  under  the  direction  of  a  small 
group  of  private  citizens.  It  was  startled  into 
energetic  action  by  the  report  of  the  \'ice  Com- 
mission— a  report  of  marvelous  insight  and 
revelation.  At  once  the  small  group  of  citi- 
zens took  advantage  of  the  more  alert  public 
conscience  and  organized  and  incorporated  in 
1^11  the  Committee  of  Fifteen,  whose  purpose 
is.  "To  aid  the  public  authorities  in  the  en- 
forcement of  laws  against  pandering  and  to 
take  measures  calculated  to  prevent  traffic  in 
women." 

Larger  interest  demanded  a  larger  Board, 
and  in  1913  the  Committee  of  Fifteen  in- 
creased its  Directorate  to  fifty,  though  still  re- 
taining its  corporate  name.  Numbered  among 
its  members  are  some  of  the  most  able  and 
energetic  citizens  of  Chicago.  The  Committee, 
therefore,  is  not  of  mushroom  growth,  being 
rather  a  product  of  evolution,  and  is  based 
upon  principle  and  conscience. 

The  generous  support  granted  heretofore  by 
many  citizens  of  Chicago  is  again  bespoken 
as  the  warfare  against  commercialized  vice 
moves  onward  toward  its  goal.  ULTIMATE 
SUPPRESSION. 

Res]iect fully  submitted, 

Henry  P.  Crowell, 

President. 


Mr.  President,  Directors,  and  Members  of  the 
Conunittce  of  Fifteen: 

In  beginning  my  report  of  last  year,  I  said, 
"The  Committee  of  Fifteen  has  dealt  such  a 
crippling  blow  to  prostitution  as  a  business 
enterprise  that  the  vice  interests  have  come  to 
fear  the  Committee  more  than  they  do  any 
other  force  in  Chicago."  That  was  true  then  ; 
it  is  true  now.  However,  within  the  last  few 
days  there  have  been  signs  that  the  new  Chief 
of  Police  is  throwing  consternation  into  the 
camp  of  the  enemy. 

Our  efforts  have  been  mainly  directed 
toward  the  work  of  destroying  market  places 
for  traffic  in  women.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that 
there  is  no  way  of  obtaining  the  exact  facts 
respecting  the  number  of  houses  of  prostitu- 
tion which  have  been  closed  through  the  direct 
and  indirect  efforts  of  this  Committee. 

PUBLICITY. 

Our  method  of  publishing  the  names  of  the 
owners  of  record  of  property  used  for  im- 
moral purposes  has  had  tremendous  effect. 
Many  hundreds  of  houses  in  this  great  city 
liave  been  purged  of  immoral  women  by  own- 
ers or  agents  who  had  been  indifferent  re- 
garding the  use  of  their  property  or  who  had 
been  content  to  receive  revenue  from  such  a 
source  as  long  as  there  was  no  danger  of  hav- 
ing their  names  publicly  linked  with  the  keep- 
ers of  these  resorts. 

I  have  reported  to  our  Committee  two 
hundred  one  places  where  immorality  was 
practiced  and  allowed,  and  we  have  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers  one  hundred  nine 
places  in  connection  with  the  names  of  the 
owners  of  the  property  involved. 

OLD  RED  LIGHT  DISTRICT  GONE. 

As  is  known  to  our  Directors,  two  years  ago 
we  deliberately  directed  all  the  forces  at  our 
command  against  the  worst  plague-spot  in  the 
city,  the  red  light  district  on  the  South  Side, 


believing  that  if  we  could  dislodge  the  keepers 
of  the  most  notorious  resorts  in  Chicago  we 
might  have  a  fair  chance  of  keeping  them  on 
the  move  until  they  would  finally  give  up  in 
despair. 

Last  year  we  reported  five  hundred  eighteen 
places  from  which  immoral  women  had  been 
dislodged.  These  places  were  formerly  used 
more  or  less  openly  for  immoral  purposes. 
During  the  year  just  closed  there  has  been 
such  a  tremendous  overthrow  of  resorts  of 
that  kind  that  I  have  thought  it  best  not  to 
take  the  time  of  our  small  force  to  check  ofif 
all  the  places  now  standing  idle  or  occupied  for 
some  other  purpose.  I  did.  however,  direct 
our  agents  to  make  a  thorough  canvass  of  one 
section  of  the  city  east  of  Clark  Street  and 
between  Sixteenth  and  Twenty-sixth  Streets, 
on  the  west  side  of  which  was  the  old  segre- 
gated or  red  light  district,  in  order  to  ascertain 
how  many  vacant  tenements  or  apartments 
could  be  found.  Their  report  showed  eleven 
hundred  seventy-eight  vacant  places  within 
that  small  area  which  were  for  the  most  part 
used  for  immoral  purposes  prior  to  the  begin- 
ning of  our  campaign  in  May,  \^\3.  This,  in 
my  judgment,  is  a  very  conservative  statement, 
as  I  know  of  one  big  building  where  there  are 
thirty-two  vacant  tenements  and  our  agents  re- 
ported only  four.  Of  course,  they  reported 
only  those  where  outward  signs  showed  va- 
cant apartments,  whereas  vacancies  among  the 
inside  apartments  were  not  ascertained. 

CO-OPERATION  OF  OWNERS  AND 
AGENTS. 

One  of  the  most  satisfactory  results  has 
been  the  winning  over  of  many  real  estate 
owners  and  agents  to  a  position  of  active  co- 
operation in  our  work  of  eliminating  vicious 
resorts.  Real  estate  men  are  acknowledging 
that  it  is  neither  good  morals  nor  good  busi- 
ness to  permit  property  under  their  control  to 
be  used  for  immoral  purposes,  and  we  are 
glad   to   count   among  our  most  helpful   sup- 


porters  some  influential  corporations  and  indi- 
viduals who  are  large  handlers  of  real  estate. 
It  was  with  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction  that  we 
secured  from  the  Cook  County  Real  Estate 
Board,  the  Chicago  Real  Estate  Board,  and  the 
Apartment  Buildings  Association,  individually 
and  collectively,  an  endorsement  of  the  In- 
junction and  Abatement  Bill,  which  is  still 
pending  before  the  Legislature  and  will  in  my 
judgment  become  law. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Chicago  Real 
Estate  Board  there  was  recommended  for 
adoption  a  "Code  of  Ethics."  Paragraph  Nine 
of  that  code  reads : 

'The  agent  should  guard  the  reputation  of 
both  the  client  and  his  property  by  declining 
under  any  and  all  circumstances  to  rent  prem- 
ises for  immoral  purposes.  Should  an  owner 
wish  him  to  do  so,  it  is  his  plain  duty  to  de- 
cline, even  though  it  result  in  the  property  be- 
ing withdrawn  from  his  charge." 

Such  a  declaration  from  such  a  body  is  sig- 
nificant in  view  of  the  laxity  of  owners  and 
agents  in  this  regard  previous  to  Chicago's 
moral  awakening. 

Hardly  a  week  passes  that  real  estate  men 
do  not  come  to  the  office,  or  phone  to  us,  re- 
garding their  property.  Their  inquiries  are 
usually  with  regard  to  two  things,  one  as  to 
whether  we  have  any  evidence  concerning 
property  in  which  they  are  interested,  and  the 
other  as  to  whether  we  know  anything  about 
prospective  tenants.  As  to  the  first,  of  course, 
we  cannot  give  information  except  to  those 
who  have  responded  promptly  when  listed  or 
notified  regarding  the  immoral  use  of  their 
property.  Concerning  the  latter  inquiry  as  to 
tenants,  we  have  been  able  to  report  unfavor- 
ably on  several  a[)plicants.  The  increasing 
number  of  these  inquiries  is  gratifying. 

PANDERING  AND  RELATED  CRIMES. 
It  has  been  extremely  difficult  to  obtain  evi- 
dence against  panders.     Formerly,  these  vile 


creatures  would  so  abuse  the  women  under 
their  control  that  the  women  could  be  induced 
to  give  evidence  against  them,  but  during  our 
fiscal  year  of  1913-1914  we  made  it  cost  them 
more  than  thirteen  thousand  dollars  and  an  im- 
prisonment of  twenty-nine  persons  aggregating 
a  total  of  twenty-three  years.  That  has  had 
a  decidedly  deterrent  efifect  and  there  have 
been  fewer  beatings  and  less  ill  usage  of  the 
girls  than  formerly ;  consequently,  a  smaller 
number  are  willing  to  give  evidence  against 
panders.  During  the  fiscal  year  of  1914-1915, 
our  records  show  that  eighteen  persons  have 
been  arrested  for  pandering  and  related 
crimes ;  that  sixteen  persons  have  been  con- 
victed and  punished  by  fine,  or  by  both  fine  and 
imprisonment.  The  total  amount  of  fines  and 
costs  in  cases  in  which  our  Committee  has  been 
interested  has  been  four  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred ten  dollars,  and  the  total  term  of  im- 
prisonment of  ten  persons  has  been  eleven 
years.  Six  persons  have  been  discharged  and 
two  cases  are  pending.  Twelve  girls  have  been 
restored  to  their  parents  or  committed  to  cor- 
rectional institutions. 

INDIVIDUAL  CASES. 
I  could  spend  hours  in  citing  individual 
cases,  many  of  them  of  intense  interest,  but  it 
has  been  my  purpose  in  this  report  to  take  you 
along  the  main  battle  line  and  not  to  the  hos- 
pitals. I  will,  however,  cite  briefly  two  typical 
cases. 

A  father  came  to  the  office  and  told  a  pitiful 
story  of  the  disappearance  of  his  daughter, 
seventeen  years  old,  and  gave  a  description  of 
the  man  who  he  believed  had  enticed  her 
away.  In  a  few  days,  the  couple  were  located 
in  San  Francisco.  Our  special  officer  Kinder 
went  there  w"ith  the  necessary  papers,  and 
brought  the  couple  back.  The  man  was 
charged  with  abduction.  Subsequently,  it  was 
learned  that  he  had  a  wife  and  child  in  New 
York  state.  The  charge  was  changed  to  one 
of  bigamy.     He  was  convicted  and  sentenced 


to  pay  a  fine  of  one  thousand  dollars  and  spend 
from  one  to  five  years  in  the  penitentiary. 

A  few  months  ago,  a  young  German  girl 
came  here  alone  from  Cleveland,  seeking  em- 
ployment. She  fell  into  the  hands  of  an  Ital- 
ian, named  Panerallo,  who  induced  her  to  con- 
sent to  marry  him.  He  obtained  a  license, 
which  caused  her  to  believe  they  were  married. 
He  hired  a  room,  and  subsequently  insisted 
that  she  should  live  a  life  of  prostitution  for 
his  benefit.  He  was  arrested,  convicted  and 
sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  sent  to  the  house  of  correction  for 
one  year.  We  took  the  girl,  who  was  in  a  bad 
physical  condition,  to  the  County  Hospital, 
where  she  is  now  receiving  proper  care, 

REMOVAL  OF  TELEPHONES  A 
CRIPPLING  BLOW. 

More  than  a  year  ago  I  called  the  attention 
of  our  Directors  to  the  moral  and  legal  re- 
sponsibility of  the  Telephone  Company  in  the 
matter  of  supplying  telephone  service  to  houses 
of  prostitution.  Our  counsel  were  requested 
to  prepare  a  brief  on  the  subject.  In  their  con- 
clusion, counsel  said : 

"Where  the  Telephone  Company  has  satis- 
factory evidence  that  the  statutes  are  being 
violated  in  premises  where  it  has  equipment  in- 
stalled, it  may  refuse  further  to  furnish  serv- 
ice and  remove  its  equipment  therefrom  if  it 
sees  fit  to  do  so.  It  would  not  be  liable  to 
damages  for  such  action,  providing,  of  course, 
it  could  establish  the  character  of  the  place  as 
being  one  where  illegal  practices  were  being 
carried  on,  as  described  in  the  statute.  It 
could  not  be  compelled  by  mandamus  to  rein- 
stall the  equipment,  nor  could  it  be  enjoined 
from  refusing  to  furnish  the  service.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  the  telephone  service  furnished 
to  houses  of  ill  repute  is  of  tremendous  assist- 
ance in  the  carrying  forward  of  the  illicit  busi- 
ness denounced  by  the  statute.  For  the  Tele- 
phone Company  to  knowingly  permit  its  facili- 
ties to  be  used  for  such  purpose  is  inexcusable 
in  law  or  morals." 


Armed  with  that  hrief,  we  sought  and  oh- 
tained  a  conference  with  the  officials  of  the 
Telephone  Company,  who  agreed  to  remove 
telejjhones  upon  the  request  of  the  Chief  of 
Police.  A  Committee  consisting  of  President 
Crowell,  Vice-President  Rosenwald,  A.  Stam- 
ford White,  and  your  Superintendent,  was  ap- 
pointed to  wait  upon  the  Chief  and  ascertain 
his  attitude.  He  very  willingly  agreed  to 
make  reports  to  the  Telephone  Company.  He 
did  so,  and  many  telephones  have  been  re- 
moved. One  person,  Violet  Phipps,  a  notori- 
ous levee  character,  recently  sued  the  Tele- 
phone Company  in  mandamus  proceedings  to 
compel  that  corporation  to  install  a  telephone. 
They  had  refused  to  do  so  on  the  ground  that 
slie  had  been  the  keeper  of  a  house  of  prosti- 
tution. It  is  interesting  to  note  that  there  was 
no  evidence  that  the  house  in  cjuestion  was 
used  or  had  been  used  for  prostitution,  but  her 
previous  character,  as  keeper  of  three  or  four 
immoral  resorts,  was  used  as  reason  for  refus- 
ing to  install  a  telephone.  The  Court  sus- 
tained the  respondent  and  dismissed  the  writ. 
Judge  Goodwin  stated  orally,  although  not  in 
his  written  decision,  that  the  Company  could 
not  grant  such  a  request  without  becoming  a 
])arty  to  the  violation  of  law.  From  many 
sources  we  have  heard  of  the  effect  of  this 
crippling  blow.  Keepers  usually  admit  that  they 
cannot  do  a  profitable  business  without  a  tele- 
phone, and  the  more  unprofitable  this  business 
becomes  the  better  it  is  for  public  morals. 

FREIBERG'S  ONLY  AN  UNPLEASANT 
MEMORY. 
One  of  the  outstanding  incidents  during  the 
last  year  was  the  revocation  of  the  license  of 
Freiberg's  dance  hall  and  the  dismissal  of  the 
writ  of  mandamus  by  Judge  McGoorty.  This 
dance  hall  had  not  only  become  notorious  in 
Chicago,  but  it  had  gained  a  national  and  inter- 
national reputation.  During  the  trial  a  des- 
perate eft'ort  was  made  to  convince  the  Court 
that  the  place  was  thoroughly  respectable  and 


patronized  by  Chicago's  most  worthy  citizens. 
A  petition  for  the  revocation  of  the  Hcense, 
signed  by  nearly  twenty  thousand  citizens,  was 
obtained  through  the  efiforts  of  Miss  Vittum, 
a  member  of  our  Committee,  and  presented  to 
Mayor  Harrison.  Our  Committee  furnished 
evidence  of  the  real  character  of  the  proprietor 
and  his  patrons.  It  is  a  source  of  satisfaction 
to  us  that  the  quiet  of  the  graveyard  now  pre- 
vails where  a  year  ago  unseemly  orgies  dis- 
turbed the  night. 

DOWN  BUT  NOT  OUT. 
It  would  be  folly  to  assume  that  commercial- 
ized vice  has  been  banished  from  Chicago. 
The  pimp  and  the  pander  are  still  here,  defy- 
ing law  and  authority,  and  will  continue  to  be 
here  as  long  as  that  vile  trade  is  profitable, 
which  will  be  until  law  and  authority  make  it 
unprofitable.  The  male  exploiters  of  women 
and  certain  handlers  of  real  estate  in  that  sec- 
tion of  the  city  near  Thirty-first  Street  seem 
to  have  an  idea  that  they  can  locate  another 
red  light  district  there.  Some,  if  not  all.  of 
them  will  find  themselves  mistaken  before 
many  moons.  No,  vice  is  still  with  us,  but 
prostitution  as  a  business  enterprise  has  re- 
ceived such  a  terrific  blow  that  all  the  efiforts 
of  the  vice  kings  to  revive  this  wretched 
traffic  will  prove  futile  if  decent  citizenship 
maintains  its  present  attitude.  I  cannot  too 
warmly  commend  the  splendid  work  of  Ex- 
Chief  Gleason  and  Second  Deputy  Funk- 
houser.  But  for  their  activities,  vice  would 
still  have  a  strangle  hold  upon  Chicago.  These 
officials  have  done  great  service  for  this  city, 
but  we  believe  that  they  only  began  a  warfare 
which  will  be  continued  under  the  new  Ad- 
ministration with  such  relentless  energy  that 
exploiters  of  women  will  consider  Hades  pref- 
erable to  Chicago. 

THE  SCATTERATION  BUGABOO. 
We  are,  of  course,  hearing  much  about  the 
scattering   of    prostitutes    into   the    residential 
sections.     1  have  heard  about  it  ever  since  I 


have  been  in  Chicago.  All  the  advocates  of 
segregation  fall  back  upon  this  bugaboo  in  de- 
fense of  their  own  pet  theory.  However, 
actual  facts  cannot  be  produced  to  demonstrate 
that  this  scattering  has  produced  conditions 
at  all  comparable  with  the  evils  which  resulted 
from  the  "wide  open"  town.  That  there  has 
been  some  such  scattering  is  true,  and  per- 
sonally I  am  glad  of  it — the  more  well-to- 
do  and  respectable  a  neighborhood  is,  the 
better  equipped  it  is  to  jirevent  the  inroads 
of  vice.  At  one  of  our  meetings  recently, 
jenkin  Lloyd  Jones  said: 

"If  there  is  one  thing  more  pernicious  than 
segregated  vice,  it  is  segregated  virtue.  The 
boulevards  are  responsible  for  the  alleys." 

Mayor  Harrison,  in  his  Annual  Message, 
knew  whereof  he  spoke  when  he  said  : 

"The  breaking  up  of  the  segregated  dis- 
trict in  Chicago  has  not  spread  the  social  evil 
into  the  residential  districts  as  was  feared 
would  be  the  result." 

ORGANIZATION  OF  COUNCILS. 
I  regret  that  we  have  not  been  able  to  have 
at  least  one  organizer  constantly  in  the  field 
to  keep  alert  and  active  the  Councils  which 
we  formed  a  year  ago,  and  to  continue  the 
work  of  organizing  new  Councils.  I  am  a 
strong  believer  in  the  organization  of  these 
Councils  to  co-operate  with  and  assist  our 
Committee  in  its  work  of  supressing  commer- 
cialized vice.  For  lack  of  competent  assist- 
ants, we  have  not  been  able  to  give  as  much 
attention  to  this  department  as  we  should  have 
given.  I  had  hoped  and  I  still  hope  to  see 
every  square  foot  of  Chicago  under  the  sur- 
veillance of  these  organized  Councils  who  shall 
"set  a  watch  over  against  their  own  houses," 
and  who  shall  materially  helj)  in  arousing  and 
tlirecting  the  public  conscience  of  Chicago.  It 
has  been  my  privilege  and  duty  to  address 
more  than  a  hundred  pulilic  gatherings  of 
one   sort  or  another  during  the   last  year,  in 


behalf,  of  these  Councils  or  upon  other  phases 
of  our  work.  I  trust  that  in  this  way  public 
sentiment  has  been  stimulated  and  the  battle 
line  advanced. 

WE  ATTACK  THE  EXPLOITER, 
OTHERS  MUST  SAVE  THE 
EXPLOITED. 
We  are  often  criticized  for  not  doing  more 
for  the  girls  who  are  deprived  of  a  livelihood 
by  the  work  of  this  Committee  and  the  activ- 
ities of  the  Police  Department.  All  I  can  say 
is  that  that  is  not  our  business.  Narrowly 
speaking,  our  work  is  not  constructive  at 
present,  but  essentially  destructive.  We  are 
directing  our  force  toward  destroying  market 
places  for  traffic  in  women.  While  we  may 
pity  these  wretched  creatures  who  have  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  vile  men  who  are  exploiting 
them,  our  business  is  to  deal  with  the  ex- 
ploiter, and  we  must  depend  upon  other  or- 
ganizations to  do  the  rescue  and  constructive 
work.  We  wish  it  were  possible  to  persuade 
these  women  to  turn,  as  did  the  mares  of 
Diomedes.  and  destroy  their  former  masters. 

CO-OPERATION  APPRECIATED. 
It  is  my  pleasurable  duty  to  call  attention 
to  the  commendable  spirit  of  co-operation 
shown  by  the  social  service  organizations  of 
Chicago.  Personally,  I  wish  to  express  my 
sincere  appreciation  to  the  Officers,  Directors 
and  Members  of  the  Committee  of  Fifteen 
for  their  sympathetic  and  loyal  support,  with- 
out which  little  worth  while  could  have  been 
accomplished. 

CONCLUSION. 
Now,   in  conclusion,  personally  and   in  be- 
half of  our  Committee,  I  appeal  to  all  good 
citizens    to   unite    in   a    renewed   attack   upon 
this  whole  wretched  business. 

We  should  continue  the  work  of  exposing 
owners  who,  knowingly,  lease  their  property 
for  immoral  purposes;  co-operate  with  those 


who  desire  to  rid  their  property  of  undesir- 
able tenants ;  frown  upon  and  expose  the 
villainous  system  of  official  pandering  which  is 
so  much  in  evidence ;  co-operate  with  the  au- 
thorities to  the  limit  of  our  ability;  render  all 
possible  aid  to  the  unfortunate  victims  of  a 
system  which  has  made  it  easy  to  do  wrong 
and  hard  to  do  right;  lift  the  unjust  ban  now 
hanging  over  the  immoral  woman,  without  in- 
cluding the  immoral  man  ;  promote  every  phase 
of  moral  education  which  will  tend  to  save 
humanity  from  the  direful  consequences  of 
this  ancient  evil  which  has  been  so  accelerated 
by  modern  business  methods. 

W'ith  grateful  acknowledgment  to  the  God 
of  all  Righteousness  for  using  us  in  this  cru- 
sade, and  depending  upon  Ilim  for  further 
guidance,  let  us  move  forward  with  faith, 
courage  and  resolute  will  until  commercialized 
prostitution  in  Chicago  shall  be  driven  from 
its  last  intrenchment. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  P.  Idirasher, 

Superintendent. 


AN  APPEAL  TO  THE  FATHERS  AND 
MOTHERS  OF  CHICAGO. 

The  fifteen  to  twenty  thousand  professional 
prostitutes  plying  their  trade  in  Chicago  two 
years  ago  came  from  so  many  homes  somewhere 
in  this  wide  world.  It  has  been  demonstrated 
beyond  question  that  there  are  at  least  a  thou- 
sand less  houses  of  prostitution  in  Chicago  today 
than  there  were  then.  That  reduces  the  number 
of  immoral  women  proportionately.  If  the  aver- 
age per  house  is  three  women,  of  which  there  is 
convincing  evidence,  that  would  mean  three  thou- 
sand less,  which  is  a  fair  estimate.  But  even  ten 
thousand  is  altogether  too  many.  Whose  daugh- 
ters are  they?     Is  your  home  afflicted? 

It  takes  many  thousands  of  young  men  and 
boys  to  make  this  horrible  business  in  Chicago 
profitable.  Are  your  sons  among  them?  Thou- 
sands of  homes  in  Chicago  are  overshadowed  by 
this  pestilential  cloud  called  vice.  Is  your  home 
in  the  shadow? 

The  Committee  of  Fifteen  has  played  a  large 
par't  during  the  last  two  years  in  closing  the 
thousand  or  more  houses  of  prostitution  where 
the  bodies  and  souls  of  women  were  sold  for 
money,  and  where  thousands  of  boys  were 
started  on  the  road  to  ruin.  Cannot  you  lend  a 
hand  to  deal  a  more  crippling  blow  to  the  in- 
famous dens  which  still  remzdn? 

The  Committee  of  Fifteen  has  helped  in  restor- 
ing forty-four  girls  to  their  parents  or  in  having 
them  committed  to  correctional  institutions.  If 
any  of  them  had  been  yours,  would  you  have  ap- 
preciated it  to  the  extent  of  furnishing  means  to 
pursue  this  fight?  There  is  no  middle  ground. 
Indifference  and  apathy  are  the  chief  obstacles 
to  a  successful  war  against  vice. 

The  burden  of  expense  last  year  was  borne  by 
a  few  hundred  men  and  women.  We  should  have 
several  thousand  fathers  and  mothers  enlisted  in 
this  warfare.  Will  you  not  be  among  them,  for 
the  sake  of  your  sons,  your  daughters,  your  homes 
and  your  city?  We  want  you  more  than  we  want 
your  money.  We  shall  have  you  if  we  have  your 
money.  Will  you  not  give  from  one  dollar  to  a 
hundred  to  aid  in  this  fight  for  you  and  yours? 

All  checks  should  be  made  payable  to  David 
R.  Forgan,  Treasurer,  and  you  may  send  your 
gift  to  any  member  of  the  Committee  or  to  the 
Central  office,  and  it  will  receive  prompt  acknowl- 
edgment. 

Address  all  communications  concerning  this 
work  to  Mr.  Samuel  P.  Thrasher,  Superintendent, 
807  Otis  Building,  Chicago,  Illinois. 
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